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SECTION I 
INTRODUCTION 


The Problem 
The basic materials for this thesis are selected from 
the results of an archaeological survey of the coastal portion 
of Tamaulipas north of the Soto la Marina River, the Sierra de 
Tamaulipas (mainly around the Canyon Diablo and the headwaters 
| of the Rio de las Palmas) and Cameron County, Texas (see td-ee- 
lie meee This survey was conducted for the University of 
Chicago from November 17, 1945, until June 10, 1946. The area 
had not been explored previously. It was hoped that an archaeo- 
logical survey might throw light on several problems of American 
pre-history such as: (a) the Phadeiater ic sequence of culture 
in Tamaulipas, Mexico; (b) Mexican-Southeastern cultural rela- 
tionships; (c) the chronological relationships between Mexico 
and the Southwest; and (d) early man in northern Mexico. 
Only one aspect of the survey is treated in this thesis -- 
namely, Mexican-Southeastern cultural relationships. 
The similarity of certain traits (and complexes of 
traits) in Mexico and the Southeastern United States seemed to 
justify the assumption of contacts. If this assumption wes” 


correct, then a survey of the are _Mexico and _ 

1. Zelia Nuttall , "Some Comparisons between Etowah, Mexican and Mayan 
Designs", In Exploration of the Etowah site in Georgia by Warren Ke Moore- 
 head( New Haven, Conns Yale University Press, 3 7-144; George C. 
Valliant, Some Resemblances in the Ceramics of Central and North America, 
(Globe, Ariz.: Medallion Papers No. tai ; Philip Ph ps, *Middle r 
American Influences on the Arch@eology of the Southeastern United States’. 
‘In The Maya and their Neighbors ( New York: D.- Appleton-Century Co-,1940) 
349-307 et 
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Southeast could be expected to yield information on this prob- 
lem. Specifically, it was hoped that the survey would indicate: 
(1) what group or groups were involved in the prehistoric rela- 
tions between Meso-America and the Southeastern United States; 
(2) when these prehistoric contacts between the two regions 
took place; (3) the route and direction of the prehistoric 
contacts; and (4) the nature of the mechanisms or media of 
cultural transmission. 

From time to time attention has been directed to 
these problems, but little concrete evidence has been presented. 
Seaidentt suggested that Toltec warrior cults, while trading for 
Lake Superior copper, had influenced the cultures of the South- 

newer” 

east. mses, Ekho lm, has pointed out that there is lit- 
tle evidence of the Toltec im northern Mexico® nor is there any 
evidence of Lake Superior copper in Mexico. 

Zelia Nuttalf’ on the basis of similarities between 
Etowah and Aztec designs, concluded that an Aztec cult had 


spread into the Southeast. However, Azte@ remains: are rare 


J. Spinden, "Indian Symbolism," Introduction to 


H 
American Indian Art, part 2, Exposition of Indian Tribal Arts, 
(New York, 1951) p. 31. 


“Ge“‘iicholm, "Syeavetions et Temples and Parsee in the E 
Huastecey, woxice, Eeopologicel Papers of the CREEPER eRe OSE oe 
of daturas History XXXV 
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3 
in northern Mexico;> Krieger has indicated that the Mexican- 
like elements in the Caddo region are for the most part earlier 
than the developed Aztec waters: and, as shall be indicated 
in this Peoeet. Huastec designs are more similar.to those of 
the Southeast than pre those of the Aztec. 

George C. Welliant. pointed out a number of ceramic 
similarities between Mexico and the Southeast. These he con- 
cluded belonged to the "Q" complex, a basic cultural substratum 
in both areas. Phillips ,~ however, revealed that the "Q" com- 
plex traits in Mexico belong to an early horizon, while in the 
Southeast they are extremely late and that therefore these 
Similarities cannot be considered a basic cultural substratum. 
Later, PHiities: noted further Mexican-like items appearing in 
the Southeast in late horizons and suggested that they might 
have been brought up from Mexico by small bands at a rather 
late date. Git orttnatetr, he felt that the available evidence 
was not specific enough tc solve the problem. John Bennett 
visualized a continuous set of influences, emanating from 
Mexico to the eetenaaat that reached their culmination in the 


10 
late prehistoric period. As Krieger has pointed out, Bennett 


ekholm. op. cit. 


6 . 2 
A. Krieger, "Culture Complexes and Chronolo in x 1946 
Northern Texas," ihe ar rebleceleen Ne -1 64S (Cutten Tees If ) 


Ve Wident. Op. cit. 
Spnilip Bhi Viins,,,“ e 
>gy—of—the—Southeestern United States," The Maya—and 
sors. Chapter 26 (New Yorirs+940). 
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10John W. Bennett, "Middle American Influences on the Culture 
Ee ae Southeastern United States} Acta Americana, II, No. 1-2,(1944), 
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presented no specific evidence for his earlier relationships 

(burial mounds, Hopewell copper wor and corn ned culeuee ee 

and some of his examples of late influence are not valid. For 
instance, he sees iepcetodavtdns of Mexican Eagle and Jaguar 

warrior cults in the Southeast, and states that these Mexican 
elements "appear first in the extreme southern portion of the 
Southeast," Krieger has indicated that these/ statements are _ 
Paswite des." Bennett also misqud ed Nuttaljon stylistic A ) 


similarities, saying that she showed Huastec and ee ee 


peat 
‘ny 
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Finally, James B. Griffin rigiae weda that Mexican Indian 

servants brouwht into the Southeast with the De Luna exp dition 

in 1559 were responsible for the Mexican-like objects there.?” 

Krice ger has invalidated this claim by proving that the Mexican- 

like objects in the Caddo area were apeseeihw dae 
Thus it appears that the previous endeavors to solve 


the problem of SoutheastemMexican relationships fell short of 


the objective due to a paucity of concrete evidence. The desire 


AL sex Krieger, "An Inquiry into Supposed Mexican Influ- 
ences on a Prehistoric 'Cult! in the Southern United States," 


American Anthropologist, XLVII, No. 4 (1945). 


Le 
13 P 
J. B. Griffin, "The De Luna Expedition and the'Buzzard 


Cult*® in the Southeast, f Gournal of Wahington Academy of Science, 
XXXIV, Washington, D. G. 1944. 


Ibid. 


4 
Agirecer: "Culture Complexes and Chronology in Northern 
Texas," op. cit. 
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to correct this situation led to the author's exploration of 
Tamaulipas and other efforts to obtain additional data con- 


cerning these problems. 


Method of Solution of the Problem 

Preparatory toc tle survey, the author checked all pos- 
sible sources of information. Pertinent literature was can- 
vassed. J. Alden Mason had described sherds resembling Huastec, 
Period III, from the delta of the Rio Grande? and J. C. Kelley 
had evidence of trade between the Big Bend region of the Rio 
Grande and the Caddo area.t© Here at least was a "lead." G. 
Saldivar had compiled ethno-historical materials which might 
ae a bearing on the eae ae Ekholm had worked out a long 
sequence of culture in the Tampico ee ah 

The survey of the literature was followed by detailed 
examination of actual material from around the Tamaulipas area. 
A type collection of materials unearthed by Gordon Ekholm in 


Vw 
the Tampico-Pam\yco region of Mexico was studied. The Caddo 


ap A. Mason, "The Place of Texas in Pre-Columbian 


Relationships between the United States and Mexico," Bulletin 


£ the Archaeological and laeontological Society, VII, 
(Abilene, Texas, 1935; 


es C. Kelley, T. N. Campbell and 0. S. Lehmer, "The 
Association of Archaeological Materials with Geological Deposits 
in the Big Bend Region of Texas," Bulletin of the Sul Ross. 
State Teachers' College, XXI, No. 5, (Alpine, Texas, 1941) 


7 
G. Saldivar, "Indios de Tamaulipas," Instituto Pan- 
americano de Geographia e Historia, No. 70, (Mexico, Dp. £., 1943.) 


18mcnolm, op. cit. 
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ceramic collections and the archaeological materials from 
Central Texas were thoroughly examined at the University of 
Texas. Finally, archaeological materials from Vera Cruz in 
the Blas Rodriguez collection at Tampico were carefully ob- 
served. 

In the meantime permission for the exploration of 
Tamaulipas had been obtained from the Mexican Government and 
funds were provided by the Department of Anthropology of the 
University of Chicago. 

On December 1, 1946, the first site of the archaeolo- 
gical survey was found. The general procedure locating this 
site and all others might well be termed "the interview tech- 
nique.” More specifically, the survey proceeded in this man- 
ner: first,a town in the area would be chosen; secondly, after 
rapport had been established with the inhsbitants, questions 
were asked concerning sites or places where Indian materials 
such as projectile. points, pottery, or architectural features 
had been seen; these places|were then visited with the informant 
as guide. Each site was iat a serial number and the geogra- 
phical location was noted and the specimens numbered. The 
archaeological reconnaissance of Tamaulipas proceeded along 


these lines from December 1 until April 25. The sequence of 


: pd 
areas explored may be outlined thus(ace fron )4 
1. December 1 - December 22, Cameron County, Texas. 


2. December 22 - January 5, Abasoto region. 
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5S. January 8 - January 28, Soto la Marina, San Enrique 
4, January 31 - February 10, La Pesca, Tancumba, 
Loreto. 
5. February 11 - February 19, San Fernando, Pedernal, 
Ojo de Aqua, Los Lidios. 
6. February 25 - March 3, Baffin Bay, King Ranch area. 
7. March 4 - March 11, San Fernando, Los Lidios, 
Santa Teresa. 

8. March 12 - March 18, Matamoras, Atredsada, Tanque 
Salada, Washington Beach. 

9. March 19 - March 24, Loreto, Caton, Lareto, Santa 
Rosa. 

10. March 24 - March 28, Santa Teresa Region 

ll. April 1 - April 24, Sierra de Tamaulipas. 

Karly in the survey it was possible to obtain the materials 
of A. E. Anderson, collected over a period of thirty years in the 
delta region of the Rio Grande. His materials were numbered 
and a Deetionie had been kept that indicated the alscoverx, the 
location, and the type of each numbered specimen. The arti- 
facts were boxed according to type. Thus it was necessary 
first to examine the catalogue to determine the location of 
the sites and the numbers of each specimen at each site, and 
then to separate the various types of specimens into their 
site groupings. The author examined twenty-four of the sites 
discovered by Mr. Anderson and picked up materials similar to 


those gathered by him. 
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Materials were used from eighty-two of Anderson's 
sites, the geographical positions of which could be readily 
determined from his catalogue. “Site numbers as used in the 
survey were given these sites. Also, considered, were the 
materials from eight sites which Jack Hughes discovered along 
the Matamoros-Cuidad Victoria sy ote: These eight sites 
were also assigned site numbers and have been included in the 
author's list of one hundred and sixty-nine sites for the ar- 
chaeological survey of Tamaulipas. 

Analysis of the archaeological material was made upon 
the completion of the survey. The primary section of the 
analysis was concerned with the description and classification 
of the artifacts and pottery. A type was defined as a class 
of artifacts possessing a set of characteristics having sig- 
nificance in time or space. For example, three groups of 
sherds with identical paste and surface finish but having in- 
cised, engraved or combed designs respectively would be separated 
into three types only if their distributions were different 
temporally and spatially. They might be divided into only 
two types if combed and engraved designs showed the same dis- 
tribution and the incised design group did not. 

All types were designated binominally -- the first part 
of the name a geographical term, the second part, descriptive. 


Thus there is a type of projectile point called Repelo Triangular, 


19 Sack Hughes, "An Archaeological Reconnaissance of 
Tamaulipas," American Antiquity, IX, No. 1 (1947). 
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which was found in abundance around the town of Repelo and 
which hes a triangular body form. 

Certain objects or types that were exceedingly dis- 
similar to ones in this area but like ones occurring in abun- 
dance in other regions or that were made of the same material 
as those of other areas were called trade types. Objects or 
types dissimilar to anything in this region or any other nearby 
region were considered aberrant types. 

After the classification of artifacts, the sites were 
compared. Sites with three or more recurring types (of arti- 
facts, pottery, burial practices or other vestiges of human 
occupation) are Here called a complex. The concept of "€omplex" 
is very similar to "focus" except that the concept of focus is 
composed of a number of sites or components that have a recur- 
ring betel trait assemblage. Thus some of the complexes may 
become foci when the total trait complexes of enough sites are 
known to recur. 

Upon the completion of the establishment of the various 
cultural complexes in Tamaulipas, a study was made of the 
trade objects that occurred in each complex. The purpose of 
this was to determine the extent of cultural contacts of each 
complex. Trade points from central Texas in Huastec complex 
sites and Brownsville complex sites (which are closely con- 
nected with the Huastec) were deemed relevant to the South- 


eastern-Mexican problem. Working on this lead, Mexican objects 


has ofedeH to mwod ‘oid Bayou 92 da. 

F > mn a 
) amxor we d 
-clh ylgnibsssxe otew Jaded eequs xO dost: 


-uda at gntkraraso Bane onl EL dud sete atts 'c > S610 


fattegem ouue eit To sis etew Jeds bi snotgen tenet 
£0 etoagdo Zegys ehetd. helio stew 8801s RA. Oo! 


: . 


yitsen tedto gre “4d cll -gtay at gniddyne o¢ i 
nea! jaa xnota bershtenos eTew molgen 


stew eects sd¢ .etiseli¢gae to noltacltisesio ont rot2k 

~tize Io) seayd sections e'rom %0. commis attw eotles « boragmoe 
camn to senitcesv tentto so seattoatg fetasd erteddo. .stost 
Sqme3" to JIqeonoo ext sReigeron 8 Belise ened: ots aoceaeeyre 

ef sgo0% to gqenmoo edd teait tqsoxe “sus0t" oF talinta wiey et 


-T50T 8 evad-tent ednsnocmo to dati= to rsdaynm es to boeogmoa 
yam sexe lqmos edt 15 enone eect -ogeldmoasa dtext fadod gate 
ets sette duvone to eoxsiqmoo dterd fesod orf? none bot emooed 
|  sttoeT od owoant. 
esottay srit to soromdis iidetee edt to sottefgqmos- ed? sogl oe 
ei3 10 ebam saw yiuge 2 eng tiveme? ai vexelqnoo fauurtiso 
to ecoqtyg sdf .xefqmoo toss at berars90 tant etoetdo rane | 
ose 10 adostaos Lead luo To dretxe ext entmroteb ot cow edd 
x elds dedasuH a} eaxel Letdaeo sont edatoq ebax? -xelgupa | 
-709 yleeols ete dotrw) estie xefqaoo oll ivenword bags . 
~ddvo2 eit ot tasvalst bemeeb stew (sede auit edt . > a 
atooldo neotxell ,beet atid - ae bx 433 


10 


in central Texas were examined both as’ to kind of artifact 
and as to type of site from whence they came. Since some of 
these central Texas sites with Mexican objects showed evidence 
of contact with various Caddo foci of east Texas, an analysis 
and comparison of the Huastec and the Caddo cultures as to 
ceremonial art and artifacts Peslinden bakees Finally, foci 
or sites of various sequences in the Southeast having Mexican- 
like objects or motifs were equated temporarily with each other. 
In presenting the conclusions and the evidence support- 
ing them, I have arranged this report so that Section II in- 
cludes the descriptions of the cultural complexes determined 
from the survey, the most important complexes appearing last. 
Section III presents additional information which tends to 
validate the hypotheses suggested by the survey. It includes 
data. on the Mexican objects from Central Texas, comparisons of 
Huastec materials with the Mexican-like material of the South- 


east, and a discussion of the temporal correlation of Mexico, 


Tamaulipas and the Southeast. Section IV is a careful considera- 


tion of the solution of each of the problems in terms of the 


evidence previously presented. 
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SECTION It 
‘CHAPTER I 
| = | 
' THE DIABLO AND LOS ANGLES COMPLEXES 
Introduction 
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the first type of wall paintings. IHG “titre type or-arowings 
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the canyon, The cave wes approximately forty feet long, 
thirty feet high, end at the widest part, Eifteen feet wide, (** 
A collection was first made on the surface of the 
cave and then a four foot square was excavated. At a depth 
of four inches a two inch thick ash layer was encountered. 
The materials from the surface (numbered tm 81), the refuse . 
layer above the ash layer (fm C311) and those in the ash 
layer (Tm%Sl-2) were of the same type end compose the Los: 
Angles complexe The materials (mm?81-3 and Tmf3le4) from a 
1¢ strata below the ash level were radically different and 
- belong to the Diablo complex. 
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: face shows evidences of Fatimid arate ca, One 


sherd ‘is straight with a rounded lip. Seventeen 
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She is ; This type. yesemblance the Pue 
Pree ere uncovered fat G). 

: The Diablo complex is ‘only Ymow.from the lower 
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CH Prat. Ale Cane tis 


‘Dlades” an anced The blades are between 25 and 4 inches 


in length, have convex tapering sides and a narrow (3/4 inch) 


(ae. PLA TELE, |,253) 
very sligntly convex bases The widest portion of the blade 


is about 3 way down. the body wire is 1 inghes Wides _Saly 


three whole of this 2 ape ward 2 Pound , tmewek perts of td 
SLA LAR 4 


: more were. ES ane Soumeé=weg one blade | in this general 
shape but only -anag-13 inches long. The scrapers are of 


te found 


it 
three types.” eval humpbacked scrapers saa anty arr 47 ATE i, 4) 
“about 3 inches long and from 1 to 3 inches wided Two 
(ae PLATE IL 5 ) 
snubenosed scrapers qrene format nn four flake scrapers were 
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Correlation of Caves Tm*ss, Tm%S4 and TmB5 “< 
with the Los angles Complex 
dn examination of the materials from ell the other 
caves revealed that their artifacts srepoegss rather Sheemty 


with the Los Angles complex. t=eoers's "fhe total Los knees 
AL ey Pins”. \ 
complex not ie at any of the other caves but the few 
PTOI, OE ae Metamora 
artifacts | tiret-werentound (in every case, v —s LAER ELON 2, 


“ Rayna ey Hee 


a i eee wee 
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eens and Cultural Relationships 


ee ao ORM i < a 


: | te | it Ae MORE © ) that the Los Angles come= 


| : plex follows the Diablo complexe oe one other factor 


. assists in determining the chronology a these cultures. 
hi | SB pdpray 
Surrounding the Canyon Diablo and in 45 on. & \flood plein in 


Bee A 
; front of Gave Tm'83 are found the remains of the Bueblito 


f.) } 
eb at re fF 


_ culture. As I will indicate later, the ertifacts of the 
& Xx 
Pueblito ‘Los les it: Diablo complexes show =o artitacs 
, me Im al/ a ce Zest explanation for this 
few [Sie lerition. 
oi A eat Oi Cares were not A ET 


 Typologically, the small traingular points are 


associated with very late preiatorie and p protéghi Ppa 
the fotrAren, (Lac, 


horizon in northern Mexico, Texas, and seh These~- 


small triangular points are part of the Los Angie S complex, 


but unknown to the Diablo or Pueblito complexes s There= 

f Cont * Ca 8 Ee bat we 
fore, LI believe that the Los Angles complex comnes.efier_ the 
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Diablo and Pueblito cultures. Cae Bye a: pita pee 


The projectile points of the Dhablo couplex and. 
no fo form aneh techniques Vines 
Pueblito complex, ere dissimilar« Further, the Diablo complex 
ncae lopariaa — Clare ant 
f -. lacks pottery, wedde it is imemimadengs, in the Pueblito come 


plex. For this reagon I aaa the Diablo complex. precedes 
J 
ha pate taig Pueblit complex Ly yw! als aa Ee co asi amiga a Jo 
Alea yes ee ohne Lier), 
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‘Sierra de oe is the yh Aaa asad | ata ibe t € £97; ioe 


PF 
Lomplilhf 
AP WE? om } 


, ae ” . =! Paar Dh. tok jp sad . + ee OF Aretwtn ics) 
- : wok lal a0 dandy 
on = << * 
. * y d 
: 
3 
r ; 
- f 
} ’ . SY : 4 é 
3 : Pa h x VSMAA ‘ 
‘ 5 L; Leoad oh dA TA UUA DO we é. 
ve J — 
'? ae fatty i Migs cxiwihapsninttbanke sit A An 
de — 
se Ast 
~ Poms a . 
es 
4 on 
. 
» . 
J 
5 
o ‘ : . { e 
© . P : 
- ‘ 
\ 
6 i 
4 oe ‘ f¢ad \ 
- . od : 
. ; af 
a ‘ f y . 
a | wh 
nap — . \ ' : 
‘ < ; / ‘ \ 
: d 5 ’ : . ee 
% os a. : sia Pe ee es : ie 
« = 5 ‘ ? 
7 . 
. ey , 
% ’ 2 i. Na A 
> , msi. » 
4 ¢ B os - . PED. ; 
A Po er 
~ " vf 
3 ¢ 7 ae a . 


con 
Los pein ve ‘Complex ne iia A 
Pmgblito I, Il, III Complex as 
Diablo Complex 


This sequence is only tentative and mst be tested by actual f ils 
Qt OTF say sty 
excavation | ‘of sites. Ta'Sl and tm84 would be. (very Bikol 
hs ; Iu bratty d PO Aoi z 
sites | to test this hypothetical fess, #5 considerable 


: copthe of refuse deposits ‘exinties in these BOOSTS, 
| The cultural relationships of the Diablo and Los 
ie wifi cay tenuous because of the sparcity 
of material renains of these cultures. Ho materials 
| similar to the ss complex artifacts are imown to the 
authors The ies angios has a@ little more to offer. — 
Matamoras ‘mAtheuler and the Brownsville Concave types 
are mown from Gayo comple} and Haastec , Period ¥ and = 
pare tk edn 
ss vi sites. Whether thes radeis: represent trade points 


A 


ee 
or a late diffusion of this aye to many cultures is, of 
RAS sae “As 

| mwas sg course, not imowns However, tacavnbiccepoamwes infer: te re 
| oes : contemporanity of these cultures. ‘The Los Angles potierys 


Ay fs 5 re 4 4 MAS 


| particularly the Los gles. Byushed bypes, sadiwotey some ‘sae P : 
similarity to the Brushed wares of the Pauplito complex , v 
en EI SST nace Tata, The shape, se Getie and 
| paste are quite different. “The eeeeranen. of ‘passible 
“relationship: betweon Puehlito énA Los Angies must. anext 
further lnowledge of the. Los Aas a hla 
the Poe sen ® Widths a oe! LMtLAA. fi Oe Rss 
eS ake oe A One conclusion does appear corte That rekatinn= 
“om sitet. ate between ‘Mexico and the Southeast of the United States 
ala ot pass through the Canyon Diablo region or by means of 
See WO, cultural artifact assonblages Set ar CAR euia | 
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THE, REPELPO AND AapsOL0 cries 


: Introduction * ae 
2g} yore me anatase ary. I crn ree, BGAGBAL A at LK Dita 
Sites of these ‘@ultures were-be“be-feund from. the. 


Sierra de Tamaulipas to San Fernunde Jee WEB Ire in the 
coastal plaine At the San Fernando | the sites no longer 


= 2 7 AG Piaf 
appear along the coast but asgtur to cut inland ene strike ) 
VA CAPUPA BAIN 
the Rio Grande at about Reynosa. Two. buried sites, Semi by 
te by him © 
Anderson in the Brownsville erea, were, ‘called, the “Old Cayo 


Si 


Complex". Both of these artes and two found around the 


mouth of the San Fernando, ‘appear to tf in earlier strata 
Fre ro ike 
that, the Rromenret +e complexe So, it is pephaps.te.ae 
SOA lc 


os e believer! that “Repelo Bc Abasolo sites, 3, onee extended over 
edt of Sianeli coastal Tamaulipass Their distribution in 
Texas has been indicated by Sayles goon se ams those come 
plexes O8¢ xd CoMnsitecas ) pps ‘maine from the Rid Grande 
: between Reynosa and toe to about San Antonio, Texas. 
At preseat, the westward extension of the caltures is not 3 
: well determined wi I know oe south of the San GLE r 
Fernando Biverextended at aay Elan xa aemtagreicosbrg Lf 
Peas: Purther north . ie 


appears to have ne SE 
we as Mendez and Reynosa. I an inclined to believe 
ae western boundary of the Abasolo-Repelo complexes 
will be found to be the Sierra Madre. 
| The delingation of Abasole=Repelo was based upon the 


lo 
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aid, correlation of artifact types with various sites. The sites 
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: that were Abasolo and Repelo sites were first separated from 


: the| other « sie Huastec > Beownv Lhe, Peublito, Diablo 

sy 

4 and Los fnsieayon the basis oltne tact that aimost no pottery; 

. shell artifact, or Diablo knives occurred at theme Next the 
4fty - four 

. artifacts of the remaining fontyefive sites —, classifie a 


; (Fee 
Thar into a. number of rather distinctive types a ae giiert, correlating 


— the artifact types ‘and sites was constructed. This | chart) 
5 _pevealen that at thirtysthee sites fives types of artifacts 
‘ gecsholetr, 


; constantly reoccurrpd » woile at the renaining sites 
| y : rary ra g 


~. three other types of artifacts reoccurred to. the exclusion of 
One type Appeavs AS Mimovity tyPe Mone Crows & Amadfervrtv type in Ee othey 


Mee _ the first five types. A The sites havinj the #&ye reoccurring 
erttraey Saye, (nortuges traingular, Abasolo Round Base, Abasolo 
Reape and /numpbacked scrapers) epypose the Abasolo complex. 
These fe artifacts are considered to be diagnostic of this 


culture. ‘What the other traits of this culture aré canonly 


“t-end Fhere are other traits that occur mowe«ur 
less frequently withthe complexe tna teats other sites with 
 RalAvod bay cia three reoccurring projectile point types (Repelo Round 
| Base Repelo Triangular, and Jimenez Side Notched), constitute 
the Repelo complexe | 
‘In the following section I shall attempt to describe 
| the Abasolo and Repelo complexes as to 
their traits, number and location of sites, chronological 
oe ae position and ‘cultural relationships. These descriptions will 
be sumnarized at the end of the chapter. 
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The Abasolo Complex a2 
ALi 
Thirty ease Sites of the Abasolo complex were found 


The distribution of the sites has yeen mentioned in the 

| (ost, Fecpeeet 4 
beginning of the chapter«d Most of these sites were situated 

menor ov Arvoyes AMEN. 

BLOUS the banks of strearis,, ope a few, on the edces of lakese 
Refuse deposits were consistently thin, being greatest at 
Tm¥29 where charcoal, flint chips, etc., extended from the 
surface to a depth of three feet. 

In the following pages I shall describe and name the 
dominant artifacts of this complex, indicating the number 

We 

of specimenson which the typ Le based: ap weit as Seeing at 


heowemesay sites onesefabinet type atesrecnunalngig 


Abasolo Round Ease ~ a points of was type 
hes fe pn) 


| -worscfound-et inact iucgh sites. mWtype appears to be ree 


lated to et) Sayles diagnostic point for the Corfmiltecan 
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Phase” . The points are between 1 1/8 to 2 inches long 


end 3/4 to 1 1/16 inches wide. he-peints are triangular 
hga#vd with a convex, sémetimes almost pointed, base, 


are quite thick through the center, baka from 1/8 to 3/8 
inches thick. (By center I meen heme a point midway between 
the edges pee PT HMAtety half way between the ends). ‘The 
chipping is rather Sereewierty. Pinhacta es a8 Retouching’ only 


Pe We 


| Samien Vocus, the edges enact even chan’ 4s small and irregular. 


(dee PLA TE V,42,3.4) 


[ 4% in the survey the sites femie were ‘categorized by the 
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‘tee type of symbol. All sites in Tamaulipas 4. «20 Ae") 
ehembe viet tn Aft they were camp sites ,they were 
“numbered Qu - A” Serial’: number indicated the order in 
a woich Pheer atte was found and was attached to the above ; 
at .. symbolse ae re = Tere 7 B), . 
FE onal aca ns tu prea fas, of Papa Tncatallain Capsce 
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Kies z me 
Pt tod -® 
Torkucas trianguler = Seventy, points of this type 
Pee, > 6x6 
were feownd in twenty-soven different sites. The points are 
PRA WE 


triangular in shape. They vary in lmgth from one inch; j 
Sad—-omereerearber. to an inch and three quarters The edges ; 
lise ai i ghbiy eodved ond bie base el celtix céncaye. “whe 
secondary chipping on the sides is regular and the poate 
are usually ‘thin (less than | onmesourttoteex tach thick). 
In most cases. the center of the base has been thinned by 
| Cae sucnkjein ‘ms, often, ve a basal Fluting (See PLATE Vi, 
| Brey " 4 Abasolo trian tas rortetire, bones oft us type 
GREE SOE at iii atte This type Ne very similar to the 
previous oa except the—ertprissa, the basal rechipping a 
Lacking end the bases are straight to slightly convex {1 PLATE V, 1 543M) 
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> Oval ae 
ne ‘butlins with Ao al side being@fEat ait- Tapk SepnniAe 


the uaa deh: Plake, while the dorsal side wikE-be raised 
end te crudely chipped. The end wkk¥ show secondary chipping 
eat ( ny end. occasionally the ak nee d _. parts of two sides. 
5 a ee e 3 oid 
SF ke Teenkyosienk of these: were for at er seeps sitese r 
San Lo a he 
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mt Ste! 
Fate 6 cr onockn Vv. ab de | 


: i= besten hic Ribu “the steuerbeen of 
thrtr a we is Fes tut 


the sites, Moat | pilbndetenebctiad: are situated along the 
danks: of apEyos or rivers,, Many were gue by numerous 


fragnents of fresh water mollusca shielis.s 
: 
The above ‘traits Apna l tate: the diagnostic elements of 


: this complex. There are, however, a number of other traits 


‘that oceur at enough sites bin warrant my menth oning them. 
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Whether these belong, to. ‘these eomplex or not must be verie . 


i fied by excavation of some of the se sites. 
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of all the above data I place the beginning of the Abasolo 
complex as being about 800 A.De 
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ae since the distribution of their sites extents fiom the 


ve a “notched points 


Eslabon®, Mexico, to San Antonio, Texas, one would expect 
_ these people to have a variety of contact with other 
‘ sonmanst The trade points seom to indicate exactly that. 
| | As: previously noted early contact existed with the 
‘Pecos River: focus 7, ; RVAREDELT » daher contacts were with the 
"Browns ville. and» Huasree. people as’ attested by trade 
materials Just nentionsd®, There. WAS, moreover, one point 
found’ that, indicates contact up into the central region 
of Texas. ‘This point, a Keethi Concave type was found at 2 
ta” 130. The broad. based tqnged points, the small side 
: yo a suall pointed stemmed point also, 
bear reseublence to Centmal Texas types ® However '» exact — 
dest gation of these typen must await further publications 


- eoncerning Central Texas materials. 
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THE REPELO COMPLEX | a 


NM 
The sites of the Repelo complex were all found within . 
@ relatively small ereae The Petisoee. south, site was near . 
Eslabones in the Sierra de Tamaulipas; on the eact one site Y ; 
_ was found near Verde about three miles from the coast) on ay 
the west, ened Baa a just melsee F pees end on : r L 3 
the north, cops neice Th ah mealies pest al Only sites of He Rs 
this culture wore found and at most of the sites few erti- |. 
: facts were Cll a A good deal more work should be done on i | a 
this culture complex. * 3 nie Na 


The wor aire? prajegti le points of this complex. a 


Pe en tenia, ened 9 2) : | 
: pki Round Bese 4 of this type were fo it iis 


The points vary in length from two and one 
quarter inches to three imches in length and are from one to 
two inches wide. The points are very thin, ‘being between 
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one-eighth and one-fourth inches in thickness. They are tear + Oy 
drop shaped. The chipping is excellent and the points show : 


ie 


- not. only small retouched flakes along the edges but also 


bene PLATE Vil jisrts3, 4) 


Jimnenez Side Notched « these points vary in Ten gh 


“ from one and one-half inches to three inches (with the 


majority of the points being from two to three inches long). 


Their widths are from seveneeighth of an inch to one and onee 


half inches. fhe side notches are unusual in that they are 


 ghipped from opposite sides. The base is usually the widest 
e part of the body! and usually rounded. Side nothces occur 
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about one-eighth to one-fourth inches above tie base. The 
er are roughly peredies from the dase to gine dy noha 
their Lenth and then are convex to the point. -tieven of 
this type of point were found at pe ik Sites. This type of 
point has not been found on sites of other cultures. ‘The 
PRbitth aie thin wut eli eetppeaiet® °C" ie vi. , Ser? ) 

| Repelo Triangular ~ the points are between two and 
three inches long end from one to two inches wide. The sides 
are slightly convex and the base is straigist. The chipping 
| is very pOorny: rasan a8 irregular retouching oeee along 
the edges. #xeven of this type were found at seven sites(ste [AT at 

fe Other artifacts found at these sites include flake 
andagcrapers, smell humpbacked scrapers, pointed scrapers or aon" 
large chippers » Long iseneag based blades, and three parts 
of erinding stones. 

fade points in this culture inolude five Pecos River 
points, one Abasolo Triangular, two Tortagas|Triangular, and 
: some long (three inches) stemmed points ta Wriee Caine 
The chronological position is not well determined 

put the frequency of Langtry stemed indicate it existed 
from 500 to 1000 A.D. Seeming lack of contact with the 
Abasolo, Nuastec » and Brownsville complexes religate 
‘at to the earlier piP\tion of this time and I believe thet 
the lack of conta€t With the Abasolo complex may be 
explained by the hypothesis that the Repelo complex 
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y SUMMARY 


In conclusion it appears that mich of prehistoric py 


northern Tamaulipas was inhabited by at least two groups, ConA Ht" 4 
lp Core 
wad were semi-nomadic hunterse In the San Pernando one of 
these groups, the Abasolo appears to be the oldest thus 
far found end comes before the Bromsville complex. Further 
south this complex may have continued until historic times. 
and west o¢ tye Rib Gyande pon, 
Also, south of the San Fernando river, this qmlture was 
preceded by the Repelo complex. Contacts of these groupg 
appear to be most numerous with the Pecos River focuse 
Abaselo tmmes 
Heweverg, contacts were, also, with their neighbors in 
Tamaulipas and with cultures in Central Texas. This. wide 
variety of contacts might well be expected of a group of 
AG. | 
nomadica whose culture area extends from the Sierra de 


Tamaulipas to to San Antonio, Wewtusr, — +-p-% Of. (eee d 
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CHAPTER III =— THE PUEBLITO COMPLEX 


INTRODUCTION 


atwasted South of the Soto la Marina River and about 30 miles 


west of the coast in the northern coe cy of the Sierra de Tamaulip- 
(342 Fetpare © 


as is the Pueblito culture complexa This sethage represents the far= 


thest iy alt extens ension of fhe morg com ere Brac remains (hav- 


ing stone ul aueorae A of Mexico sind of course, Al the nearest 


yore a add | 


to the tant tae Ci i part of the United States. Pyicto end Meade hed 4 oo xo. 


giasest see aptes. of this culture as being Huastec§ on the basis of round 
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stone Mah he and pyramids. However, Cebpoid Daldiven indicated. in his 
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eth No graphic report that it wes a distinctive enity. Further, Dr. Jose 


Escucekion 
Martinez of the seeke Industrial of Victoria, Temeulipas showed me 


sherds from the Pueblito. vain ‘hat were definitely not Huastec& and 
sot nu 6 Pane T7O 
which, hed engraying on them. Tee-trenestinrwe: @emgone, the proximity 


of this *high” ©.) yu ito the Southeast, the engraved eherds used by 
fk set ok veins 

this culture, and the — it was a‘ “unknown new >» it was gs candess 

tive that the sites be, ‘i least, visited and the materials 

Kanarived and anglyzed. 

The ruins are situated quite some distance from present hab- 
itations as well as from a permanent water supply, thus it was necessary 
to explore them as quickly as possible and ie obtain some sort of a 
sample of the 4 Baa culture of the sites. Thick vegetation neseted 
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Thus each large site visited was tested by a small trench ~~ 

feet wide and from 10 to 22 feet long which was dug from the surface in 

6 inch levels down into the basic soil. The Seasibts thaa theese trenchs 
and from the surface of the Pueblito site m™ 6 (at which the dense veg- 
etation had burned off) yielded sufficient materials to justify a pre- 
liminary statement concerning the sequence Of prtiracts and ceramics 

as well as a isinede gir i of the other items of the material culture of 


the Pueblito peoples. 


The ceramics, being numerically the largest kind of artifacts 
showing the greatest stylistic variation were analyzed to determine pos- 
sible temporal change dea encentibastons "oF 3erio03. or=eblturc-change. 
All the routurevot the pottery were checked against the levels. Second- 
ly, the paste” : Yeurtae finish ‘and shapes were correlated’ and found= te~- | 
: 297 33 
Tkt.into five classes which I have called wares. These wares in turn 
were checked against the levels. In both cases, definite trends and 
Significant ceramic changes were found. On the basis of the trends and 
the changes it was possible to divide the Pueblito complex into three 
periods. (Unfortunately the three periods did not occur at any one site, 
although at 3 sites 2 of these periods were found). In the future itis ~ 

hoped that sufficienty;, sherds, ad: moleajeter,,, and engraved sherds 


will be 


excavated to allow the establishment of ceramic types that will 


indicate the periods more clearly. In the following pages I shall de- 


soribe, first) the excavated sites of the Pueblite culture. In 
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cavated | as well as a brief account of other atten I was {nftormead Of out 
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did Esha het aik: The final part of the chapter will be concerned with the 


 Secomalagiod ‘position and ilburek: relationships of the Pueblito culture 


as well as @ consideration of further problems and possible methods for 


attacking these problems. 


R NC te pare 


T™! 86 -- CERRO DE GUADALUPE 


This ywin is situated on the eastern top half of Guadalupe 
mountain and represents the most eastern extension of the Pueblito com- 
plex. It is located at 73° longitude ana 274° latitude and is about 


te 
4 milee west of the pitesent town aaarconee The sala oe fae of abo 
(aee F eb) 


~ 300 round masonry house plabforas and 1 large round (2) pyramid, The 


round house platforms consist of an GUner masonry wall about 3 feet high 5 
Ay 
aed the inner portion of the Platform filled with large rocks and refuse 
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ing from the ground tavern to the surfaces of the i eye In the 


eastern part of this Veta is a rectangular plaza surrounded by Tiocac 
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Excavation took place in a small secondary Lekan rh 9 south- 
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west of the main plazas This area was once oh ine a modern yaver 

hole indicated A rice deposition extandaan to. at Jeest) a Rasth om Y 

3S feet. The Be ee consisted ee 18 by 5 tootvench running , east a 

and west. The trench was dug ny 8 aeptho of be fast Sor, ‘sterile oil ye 
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was encountered. The trench was a, a 6 tah levels. the method em- 


ployed Ling digging wer the veirk tea Slicing technique which facilita= 
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POLISHED BLACK WARE. The temper ocbnaiste of finely ground rock 
in large amounts. The paste is porous and occasionally striated. The 
firing is poor,as the sherds are usually dave eray or black from surface 
to surface. Hardness is pee SPM 4 
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Decoration is amy ming is page, 8 sherds rene: tonne with 
eR AA hie ON Riera aS» 
engraving. Six of ene are y vareliel lines on the inside of the vessel 
(3 pranks Ge em cage The other two are on the exterior of a vessel . 
one veung a. _ outlined by parallel lines,while the other is a single gL ,te*) 
¥. , ae 
ey ‘line. Z, Si ee 
é ee aa 
Five vessel forms are indicated by the weéiass The predominate 
form is a straight~rimmed outsloping bowl (see illustration ee pa, bow/O 
is (| / Three other forms are of about equal importance; hemspherical bowls, (both 
have ; WW ‘ probably asspciated with molcajetes) aces outcurving rimmed outflaring 
Ye is nck van 7 : ent 
uf bowls Least .of aBPOe bate are outcurved rims on recurving- sided bowls. 
. # 
Five feet were foundsell. digg solid conical and of a large 
size. (See PLATE *!, ¢) 
The Polished Black Ware composes 27% of the total sherds dur- 


ing period I. 


POLISHED RED WARE. This ware composes 9% of the sherds. The 
temper consists of fixe got in medium amounts. The paste is slightly 
porous. The firing is uneven, some sherd interiors being fired orange 
while others are gray. Hardness is about 3.9. 

The surfaces appear to have been slipped, polished and then 
painted an orangish- ye fs Decoration is totally absent except for the 
ineteton, in the interiors of molcajete bowls. | 

Vessel shapes appear to be confined to three forms: ‘Yeni - 


spherical bowls (golcajetes ?), straight»rimmed outsloping bowls and out- 
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curving rimmed outflaring bowls. Yi tect were found and all were large, 
~ ¢ 


solid and conical. 


ga 
PLAIN POLISHED WARES. The constitute 11% of the total sherds. 


The temper is medium sized crushed stone in large amount. The paste is 


uneven 
ee ee porous under a microscope. The firing is, en-even 
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but well done as the paste rangesipy color Prcil light gray to orange. 
Hardness is about 3. The color of the surfaces is from cream-yellow to 
brown. 

The surfaces appear to be and are polished. hecduus 


tion is absent though 2 sherds have engraved lines. One of these appear,y 


_ 
4 


to be accidental while the other was a@ series of crosS-hatched lines. 
Five vessel forms occur. The two most prevalent types are 
straight, round outeleping,and outcurving rimmed outsloping bowls. 
Houlaphert eel: and incurved rim and outcurved recurved sided bowls occur. 
Two feet were wmecrid both being solid, small and roughly conical or 


thimble shaped. 


PLAIN WARE. The temper is medium sized +1 rock om sand in 


‘large amountse In fact, the sherds have a very sandy feel. The paste is 


compact. The fire fairly well dom@ with the cross section revealing the 
sherds centers as being a brown color. Hardness is about 3,5 e 

The surfaces are $moothed. Decoration is absent. Vessel 
forms include the five type just noted above. Molcajetes are not found 
nor are feet with this ware. 


These compose 17% of the sherds in the lower levels. 
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BRUSHED WARE. The temper is limestone of medium size and in 
medium amounts. The paste is very porous and the firing is uneven and 
poor. Sherds have an average hardness of 2-7 ., 

The outer surfaces appear to have been brushed with grass or 
twigs. The inner surfaces are smooth. The brushing is either hori- 
zontal or vertical to the rim. Horizontel brushing appear more often 
than vertical at all periods. 

Shapes are confined to four types of vessels: plates, re- 
curved ee Sia » Cutcurving outflaring sided bowls and straight 
rimmed outsloping sided bowls. These sherds compose 36% of the total 
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OTHER ARTIFACTS found in these levels were 3 clay ladle 
handles, one straphandle, part of one obsidan flake, flint chips and 
burned clay. ; 
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POLISHED BLACK WARE. Paste, temper, and surface finish are the 
same. One difference, however, is that the Black Ware during this peri- 
od only represents 15% of the total sherds. Four shapes are found being 
the outflaring rims, straight rimmed, incurved rim and hemispherical 
bowls. Perhaps one of the most significant change is that most Jolcajete 


feet are hollow conical shaped with one or two holes in the feet 
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(See PLATE XT , 67,2) 
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POLISHED RED WARE. During this period Polished Red Ware com- 
pose less than 7% of the total sherds. Differences occur in the shaped 
in that hemispherical bowls are absent end incurved rim and recurved rim 
bowls occur. Molcajete feet are either solid, large conical or solid 


small conical or thimble-like in form. 


POLISHED WARE. Polished were in this period being 


18% of the total, but otherwise are the same as the previous period in 


all respects, except for 2 engraved sherds. These | two sherds show 4 


{ 


parallel engraved lines on each. 


PLAIN WARES. <A slight increase in percentage of this ware . 
23% of 
reveals that it now represent BBs the total. It is significant that 
ollas with outflowing rims occur in this period as well as an increase 


of incurved rim bowls. 


BRUSHED WARES. This ware is fundamentally the same as the 
previous period the only change being that there has been a very slight 


increase in the percentage of this ware to 40%. 


OTHER ARTIFACTS. One part of a roller mano was uncovered 


along with part of one puisl1, nc head of a hand modeled figurine of 


an undetermined type. — ae Evoded 


SURFACE COLLECTION. Sherds were the same as above previously 
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